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Hildebrand nor an Innocent III. He was
a gentle and most engaging Benedictine
monk, of Hildebrand's monastery at St.
Paul's outside Rome, but cast in another
mould. On the ordinary laws of prudence,
in the interest of the Church, he could not
but accept the first Consul's invitation.
Accordingly, he sent his Secretary of State*
Cardinal Consalvi, to Paris.

Consalvi, by far the ablest man associated
with Vatican memories in the last century,
until Leo XIII. rose to be "Lumen in coelo,"
was by birth Roman, by descent Pisan. He
had suffered with Pius VI., and on the Pope'st
exile was committed for several months to
the Castle of Sant3 Angelo. Secretary of the
Conclave in Venice, he was now launched on
the career of danger and vicissitude to which
all were exposed who had dealings with
Bonaparte. But the Pisan proved a match
for the Corsican, except that he could not
fall back on thirty legions. Arriving in Paris,
June 20, 1801, he was graciously received at
the Tuileries by Napoleon amid his court as
in a theatre. Negotiations went on with
"Bernier, Joseph Bonaparte, and the Firsj
Consul himself, whose method, made as it was
of promises, threatenings, and deceit, no states-
man of the Renaissance could have bettered.